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Course Description

Introductory Sociology offers the student a cross-sectional view of the study of sociology. Sociology is the systematic study of contemporary society. It seeks to describe and explain patterns of human behaviour, the structure of social organization, the dynamics of social change, and the nature of people’s perceptions of their social environment. The fundamental premise upon which the study of sociology proceeds is that human behaviour is related to the character of the social context within which the behaviour unfolds. An awareness of this relationship between human behaviour and broad historical, cultural and social contextual factors is often referred to as “the sociological imagination”.

The course of study includes instruction in the application of sociology’s unique perspective, its major theoretical paradigms and its basic research methodologies. The course undertakes an examination of important social processes including socialization, social interaction, social stratification, urbanization, globalization, population development, social change and others. The student is introduced to the social structural character of Canadian society with references to culture and the ideological structure, inequality and the social class structure, as well as an examination of various issues relating to the institutions of family, economics, politics, medicine, education and criminal justice, as well as issues relating to race, ethnicity, gender and others. 

Textbooks
Brym, Robert and John Lie. 2009. Sociology: The Points of the Compass. Toronto, Ontario: Nelson.

Brym, Robert. 2009. Sociology as a Life or Death Issue. Toronto, Ontario: Nelson.
Grading Scheme

Fall Midterm Examination:      
10%

Fall Term Assignment:                 
15%

Mid-year Examination:                  
20%

Winter Term Assignment:            
15%

Final Examination:                        
40%

Examinations

There are 3 examinations scheduled throughout the course of study. The first exam (Fall Midterm) is based on the first 3 units of study (chapters 1, 2 & 3 of Sociology: The Points of the Compass plus classroom lectures/activities/videos). The exam will be comprised of approximately 80-90 multiple choice questions, will take place during a regularly scheduled class (see Course Schedule for date), and will be worth 10% of the final course grade.

The second examination (Mid-year Exam) is based on the first 6 units of study (chapters 1 - 6 of Sociology: The Points of the Compass plus classroom lectures/activities/videos) and will be comprised of approximately 100 multiple choice questions, 10 short answer questions and may include 1 short essay question. The location, date and time of the Mid-year Exam will be announced at a later time. The Mid-year Exam is worth 20% of the final course grade.

The third examination (Final Exam) is based on the last 6 units of study (chapters 7 - 11 of Sociology: The Points of the Compass plus classroom lectures/activities/videos) and will be comprised of approximately 100 multiple choice questions, 10 short answer questions and may include 1 short essay question. The location, date and time of the Final Exam T.B.A.. The Final Exam is worth 40% of the final course grade.

Please Note: The university has a strict policy regarding the failure to write formally-scheduled examinations. It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself thoroughly with this policy. Knowing your obligations in this area may help you avoid academic penalty.

Assignments

There are 2 formal assignments to be prepared and submitted during the course of study. Each assignment is worth 15% of the final grade. The first assignment is a 6 page book review of Robert Brym's Sociology as a Life or Death Issue. The second assignment is a 6-7 page research paper on a topic of relevance to the course of study. Assignment particulars will be announced at a later date. Please see the Course Schedule for assignment deadlines. Please be sure you save a copy of all assignments. A 5% per day late penalty applies to all late submissions.
Please Note: both assignments must be formatted according to the ASA (American Sociological Association) Style Guide. For an abbreviated version of ASA, see http://www.asanet.org/page.ww?name=Quick+Style+Guide&section=Sociology+Depts.
 For a more detailed description of ASA, see http://www.asaonline.com/Secure/docs/ASA%20Style%20Guide.pdf
Please Note: plagiarism is unacceptable and subject to various sanctions. It involves not only copying word-for-word a portion of someone else's written work without crediting the author, but also paraphrasing the ideas of others without crediting the original author. See the website How to Avoid Plagiarism at http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/plagiar.html, and see University Regulations section “IX Academic Dishonesty,” Lakehead University Calendar. You will receive zero on an assignment if any part of it is plagiarized, and your name will be reported to the Dean of Social Sciences and Humanities  (Stone, http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca/uploads/Sociology 2509 YA 2008-2009 Course Outline.doc, para. 3).   

COURSE SCHEDULE
Sept. 4 - 21: Brym chapter 1: A Sociological Compass
Sept. 22 - Oct. 5: Brym chapter 2: Culture

Oct. 6 - 16: Brym chapter 3: Socilaization
Fall Midterm Exam: Thurs. Oct. 16, class location and time

Oct. 20 - Nov. 2: Brym chapter 4: From Social Interaction to Social Organization

Nov. 3 - 16: Brym chapter 5: Deviance and Crime

Nov. 17 - 25: Brym chapter 6: Social Stratification: Canadian and Global Perspectives
Fall Assignment Deadline: Tues. Nov. 18, class time (late penalties apply)

Mid-year Exam: location, date & time T.B.A.

Jan. 5 - 18: Brym chapter 7: Race and Ethnicity
Jan. 19 - Feb. 1: Brym chapter 8: Sexuality and Gender

Feb. 2 - 15: Brym chapter 9: Families 

Study Break: Feb 16 - 20
Feb. 23 - Mar. 8: Brym chapter 10 : Religion and Education

Mar. 9 - 22: Brym ch. 11, pp. 337-54: Technology, Environment &  Social Movements
Mar. 23 - Apr. 2: Brym ch. 11, pp. 354-70: Technology, Environment & ...
Winter Assignment Deadline: Tues. Mar. 24, class time (late penalties apply)

Final Exam: location, date & time T.B.A.

